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AIM AND MOTIVATION
 
The future looks challenging. The ongoing worldwide transformations – spanning climate change, ageing population, digital transformation, and resource depletion – have put our society in check for the next decades. The United Nations has repeatedly called for action by all countries and set an ambitious agenda for sustainable development with several targets for 2030.[footnoteRef:1] In the same vein, the New European Innovation Agenda, announced in 2022[footnoteRef:2], outlines several challenges that need solutions and places innovation as the core pathway for economies to become more digital, sustainable, and able to cope with the multiple global challenges of our time. This calls for a reflection about the future of innovation studies. [1:  https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda]  [2:   https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52022DC0332&from=EN] 

“The future cannot be predicted, but futures can be invented” (Gabor, 1967).[footnoteRef:3] In the spirit of this quote, this PDW takes stock of past research on the economics and management of innovation and invites for a reflection about the future of innovation studies. In which areas of knowledge have we made substantial progress but still need more research – perhaps with some renewal of theoretical perspectives and/or methodological approaches? Which topics have only recently emerged with the multiple transformations in our society, but should gain more ground as we set the future research agenda for our community of innovation scholars? More broadly, how can we innovate in the way we do innovation research? [3:  Gabor, Dennis (1967). Inventing the Future, Penguin Books.] 

This PDW marks the 30th anniversary of Industry and Innovation and constitutes an opportunity to look both into the past and into the future of innovation studies. It intends to give a voice to our community of scholars, collect their perspectives on how “futures can be invented” when it comes to designing a research agenda for innovation studies, and thereby inspire and pave the way for the next 30 years of research on the dynamics of industries and innovation.
OVERVIEW OF THE PDW
The PDW will run over three hours and aims to host a maximum of 50 participants. The event is targeted at both senior and junior scholars interested in innovation studies. Whereas more senior scholars in the audience may be able to contribute more actively to the conversation, early-career researchers (PhD students, postdoc researchers and early-stage assistant professors) may derive substantial inspiration from the different presentations and have an unique opportunity to network.
We envision three main components for this PDW. In the first hour, we will take stock of past research in innovation studies and reflect on a few topics that have become established and remain promising moving forward. The Co-Editors-in-Chief of Industry and Innovation will open the session with a short reflection on the past 30 years of the journal by introducing the audience to the “30th Anniversary Research Collection” – a selection of 30 articles published in Industry and Innovation over the last three decades – to highlight some of the topics that attracted most scholarly attention so far. This will serve as a bridge leading to two presentations featuring examples of more traditional innovation topics that have become relatively established and will remain present in the future research agenda. However, moving forward, some renewal may be needed to incorporate the latest insights from the real world, account for enriching interdisciplinary perspectives, and adopt novel and promising methods and research approaches. Examples of these topics include the geography of innovation and the dynamics of green/eco-innovation.
The second component will include presentations on some emerging themes that are becoming increasingly central in the innovation research agenda, partly due to the recent transformations and global challenges posing new threats to sustainability, economic development and social stability. This component of the PDW aims not only at showcasing relevant examples of the variety of urgent topics that the innovation community will have to tackle in the next future, but also at forging closer links between different parts of such community that, so far, have been disconnected from one another. The event will count on interventions by three scholars with expertise on the platform economy, social innovation, and the future of work.
The third and final component will gather the various speakers in a panel discussion aimed at brainstorming about innovative practices in innovation research. Among other subjects, we foresee room for a discussion around the opportunities and challenges of interdisciplinary teams and projects, the role of mixed-methods studies, new approaches to the review process in academic journals, and alternative ways of producing scientific knowledge (e.g., the role of open science in the future of innovation research). This final debate will engage the audience via Q&As and, if time allows, a final activity in small groups tailored at collecting some key take-aways from the event, such as promising research questions, untapped data opportunities, or suggestions for improvement of the review process. A tentative outline of the PDW program is provided below.   


TENTATIVE PROGRAM[footnoteRef:4] [4:  A total of 20 minutes are allocated to each presenter – e.g., 12 min presentation + 8 min Q&As from the audience.] 

 
9:00 – 9:15 Welcome & Introduction. 30 years of Innovation Studies at Industry and Innovation: Taking stock and looking forward.
Alessandra Perri (LUISS University) and Vera Rocha (Copenhagen Business School)
 
PART 1: “Aged wine” – (Some) Innovation topics that were built to last
Moderator: Alessandra Perri (LUISS University)
9:15 – 9:35 Geography of Innovation. Andrea Morrison (Utrecht University)
9:35 – 9:55 Green Innovation. (placeholder)

9:55 – 10:05 Coffee Break
 
PART 2: “New arrivals” – Emerging hot topics on the innovation research agenda
Moderator: Vera Rocha (Copenhagen Business School)
10:05 – 10:25 Business Ecosystems and the Platform Economy. Bilgehan Uzunca (ESADE)
10:25 – 10:45 Collaborating with AI and the Future of Work. Anne-Laure Fayard (NOVA SBE)
10:45 – 11:05 Collaboration for Social Innovation. Florian Noseleit (University of Groningen)

11:05 – 11:15 Coffee Break
 
PART 3: Panel Discussion and Q&A
Moderator: Pedro de Faria (University of Groningen)
11:15-12:00 How Can We Innovate in Innovation Research?
Andrea Morrison, Florian Noseleit, Marion Poetz, Bilgehan Uzunca + additional speaker (placeholder)
 
Short Bio of Participants
Pedro de Faria is Professor of Innovation Management and chair of the department of Innovation Management and Strategy of the University of Groningen, the Netherlands. Pedro’s research focuses on understanding how firms define cooperation and knowledge protection strategies and how human capital plays a role in internationalisation strategies. Since 2018, he has served as Associate Editor for the journal Industry and Innovation.
Anne-Laure Fayard is Chaired Professor in Social Innovation at Nova School of Business and Economics, visiting research faculty at NYU, and coordinator of the Design for Social Innovation and Sustainability (DESIS) Lab. Anne-Laure is an ethnographer of work and passionate about human-centered design, which she researches, teaches and practices. Her most recent research focuses on cross-sector collaboration, open social innovation and the future of work. She has also written extensively about qualitative methods, in particular in the context of new phenomena such as AI.
Florian Noseleit is Professor of Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the department of Innovation Management and Strategy of the University of Groningen, the Netherlands. Florian’s research interests include the determinants and implications of entrepreneurial activity, the interrelation of innovation and entrepreneurship, collaboration of innovation, and social innovation.
Andrea Morrison is Associate Professor of Applied Economics at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Pavia and Adjunct Professor of Innovation and Sustainability at the Department of Management and Technology, Bocconi University. He is also research fellow at ICRIOS Bocconi University. His research interests lie in the areas of evolutionary economics, innovation studies and economic geography. He has investigated extensively topics like system of innovation, industrial clusters and knowledge networks, global value chain, green innovation, high skilled migration.
Alessandra Perri is Associate Professor in Management at Luiss Business School and the Department of Business and Management at Luiss University and Co-Editor-in-Chief at Industry and Innovation. She researches across the fields of international business, technology and innovation management and economic geography. In particular, she studies the role of mobile inventors in geographically distributed organizations and the green transition of the automotive industry.
Marion Poetz is Associate Professor of Innovation Management at Copenhagen Business School (Strategy and Innovation Department) and Scientific Director of the LBG Open Innovation in Science Center. Her research focuses on understanding processes, effects and boundary conditions of open and collaborative knowledge production in science and innovation. Since 2015, she has served as Associate Editor for the journal Industry and Innovation.
Vera Rocha is Associate Professor in Economics and Management of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Copenhagen Business School (Strategy and Innovation Department) and Co-Editor-in-Chief at Industry and Innovation. Her research is at the intersection of entrepreneurship, strategic human capital, and inequality. Some of her ongoing projects focus on the marginalized groups in the labor market and individual behavior (e.g., tax evasion) in digital platforms.
Bilgehan Uzunca is an Associate Professor at ESADE’s Department of Strategy and General Management. Previously, he worked as an assistant professor in Utrecht University School of Economics in the Netherlands. His research interests have centered on Strategic Management, Technology and Innovation, and Entrepreneurship with a particular focus on Industry Evolution, Submarkets, Entry deterrence, and Platform Economy. His work has been published in leading management journals, such as Academy of Management Journal, Strategic Management Journal, Journal of Management, Research Policy, and Academy of Management Discoveries.

